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Legislative Issues and Public Policy (LIPP) Committee 
Conference Call – June 19, 2011


Call opened by David Owens, Chair, LIPP Committee
LIPP Chair Owens noted that while there is no comprehensive energy legislation at this time, there is some activity in Congress.  The committee will work to align the association’s interests so that we can have constructive input into the public policy arena through dialogue with Congress, government agencies (e.g. EPA, Interior, Department of Defense), as well as on the state and local level.
The committee should always be examining issues and their impact on the African American community (which includes benefits to the community); creation of jobs; encouraging entrepreneurs and maintaining reliability.

Reviewed the working groups and provided opportunity for participants to add their names to committees if they wished.  (Revised list is attached).  Chair Owens noted the importance of tying participation in a group to a topical area you are passionate about or an area related to your job. Working groups will need to build consensus around issues and develop the focus areas for the association.
Working Group 

The working group deliverables include the following:

· Webinar – format will be structured and consistent; P. Jackson and D. Owens to share with all members

· White Paper – consistent format (will be shared with all members); should be simplistic; White Paper may lead to principles and will help to build coalitions between the AABE and other associations.  These coalitions will also help in the planning of a Summit in the fall.

Currently the schedule for webinars is in the following order:  Off-Shore Drilling (tentatively scheduled for 8/4/11); EPA rules, LIHEAP, Nuclear, Cyber Security and Environmental Justice.  It was noted that there will be a slight shift in the schedule due to the time sensitive nature of LIHEAP.  Chair Owens, Vice Chair Campbell and the National Office will work together to develop the appropriate schedule.

Each working group will have a board member who will work closely with them.  The board member will be a champion for that group and can assist in expediting issues before the board.

Anyone interested in acting as lead on a working group should contact Paula Jackson (pjackson@aabe.org or 202-371-9530 x113) by COB, Wednesday, 20, 2011.  

Working Groups

Environment

Amanda Downey

Karen Bruce
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Al Dyson
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Susan Bostic
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Frank Stewart

Marie Knox
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Sonya Baskerville
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Transportation

Sean Jamieson
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Darlene Phillips
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